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Week Ending Friday, September 22, 2006 

Proclamation 8052—National Farm 
Safety and Health Week, 2006 
September 15, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Generations of farmers and ranchers have 

strengthened our Nation and enriched our 
communities by providing us with food, raw 
materials, and energy. National Farm Safety 
and Health Week is an opportunity to cele-
brate their contributions to America and 
raise awareness about potential hazards these 
workers and their families face. This year’s 
theme, ‘‘Prepare to Prevent,’’ underscores 
the importance of injury prevention, pre-
paredness, and safety on farms and ranches. 

Farming and ranching are challenging oc-
cupations. Agricultural workers often work 
long hours and are exposed to many dangers 
associated with heavy machinery, tools, live-
stock, chemicals, and extreme weather condi-
tions. By identifying hazards and taking pre-
ventive measures, farmers and ranchers can 
create a safer environment for themselves 
and their employees. Wearing protective 
gear can help prevent injuries, and farm ma-
chinery can be equipped with safety devices 
to decrease accidents. Agricultural workers 
can also take steps to make their workplace 
safer by training family members and staff 
in first aid and other emergency response 
techniques. 

Our country depends on farmers and 
ranchers to help provide an abundant and 
safe food supply for our citizens and for the 
world, and we are grateful to them for their 
significant contributions to the economic 
prosperity of our great Nation. By raising 
awareness about injury prevention and safety 
in the workplace, farmers and ranchers can 
protect their employees, families, and them-
selves, and continue their good work to help 
America stay productive and prosperous. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 17 
through September 23, 2006, as National 
Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
the agencies, organizations, and businesses 
that serve America’s agricultural workers to 
continue to strengthen their commitment to 
promoting farm safety and health programs. 
I also urge all Americans to honor our agri-
cultural heritage and to recognize our farm-
ers and ranchers for their remarkable con-
tributions to our Nation’s prosperity and 
strength. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 19, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 20. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Proclamation 8053—Literacy Day, 
2006 
September 15, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The ability to read is the gateway to edu-

cational excellence and a key to success in 
any democratic society. On Literacy Day, we 
recognize the vital importance of literacy to 
our Nation and affirm our commitment to 
helping improve the lives of the men, 
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women, and children in America and around 
the world who cannot read. 

Our society has a responsibility to ensure 
individuals have the educational opportuni-
ties to learn to read. Literacy is a basic re-
quirement for healthy societies and enables 
people to better care for themselves and their 
families. Reading also encourages participa-
tion in the democratic process and helps peo-
ple reach their full potential through self-reli-
ance and independence. 

My Administration is committed to help-
ing children and adults gain the reading skills 
they need to succeed in life. Through No 
Child Left Behind programs such as Reading 
First, Early Reading First, and Striving Read-
ers, we are challenging the soft bigotry of 
low expectations and helping to provide stu-
dents with the foundation to achieve their 
dreams. Reading also helps adults to be bet-
ter consumers, and wider literacy increases 
economic participation, which helps to create 
more stable and vibrant economies. The 
White House Conference on Global Lit-
eracy, led by First Lady Laura Bush, is work-
ing to promote literacy for individuals of all 
ages and help give people around the world 
the skills necessary for success. By increasing 
literacy, we can help change lives and equip 
all people with the knowledge and tools to 
excel in the 21st century. 

On Literacy Day, we recognize the great 
value of reading and encourage individuals 
around the world to take an active role in 
promoting literacy. Together, we can build 
a stronger society and a bright future for peo-
ple everywhere. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 18, 
2006, as Literacy Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this day with 
programs and activities that advance literacy 
for Americans and all the people of the 
world. By donating books to local libraries, 
volunteering to tutor, supporting inter-
national literacy programs, and fostering a 
learning environment in the home, citizens 
across this great Nation can make a dif-
ference and help their fellow Americans and 

people throughout the world enjoy the bene-
fits of literacy. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 19, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 20. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 16, 2006 

Good morning. On Monday I visited New 
York, Pennsylvania, and the Pentagon to at-
tend memorials marking the fifth anniversary 
of the 9/11 attacks. It was an emotional day 
for me and for our country. On that day, we 
remembered those who lost their lives, and 
we paid tribute to those who gave their lives 
so that others might live. We rededicated 
ourselves to protecting the American people 
from another attack. 

Next week, I will return to New York, 
where I will address the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. I look forward to talking to 
the world leaders gathered there about our 
obligation to defend civilization and how we 
must work together to support the forces of 
freedom and moderation throughout the 
Middle East. 

As we work with the international commu-
nity to defeat the terrorists and extremists, 
we must also provide our military and intel-
ligence professionals the tools they need to 
keep our country safe. Congress is consid-
ering two vital pieces of legislation to help 
us do just that. My administration is working 
closely with members of both parties to pass 
these bills. 

The first bill would allow us to use military 
commissions to try suspected terrorists for 
war crimes. We need this legislation because 
the Supreme Court has ruled that military 
commissions must be explicitly authorized by 
Congress. 
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